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Jennifer was inspired to become a bonsai artist due to her
background as a professional ballet dancer. She was initially
fascinated by the movement and line of trees, particularly
drawn to the way trees, such as the Literati, appeared tall and
sinuous. This attraction to the movement within the trees and
their trunk lines resonated with her experience interpreting
movement as a ballerina. She feels, in a sense, all trees kind of
dance.

In her early training, Jennifer studied with long-time friend Jim
Doyle and, through Jim's influence, went on to work with artists
such as Mauro Stemberger, Chase Rosade, Will Baddeley and
Ryan Neil. In 2015, she began an apprenticeship under Walter Pall, a renowned bonsai artist known
for his naturalistic styling. She works extensively with Walter, often travelling with him to assist and
teach. This long-term mentorship has been crucial in developing her skills and understanding of
bonsai.

Jennifer views bonsai as a living art that is constantly evolving. She emphasises the importance of
continuous learning in the artistic and horticultural aspects of bonsai.

Join Jennifer at the 2025 AABC convention and see how she expresses the grace and power of
nature through her work.

Michael Hagedorn (USA)

Michael is a distinguished bonsai artist whose career uniquely
blends traditional practices with innovative design. From an
early age, his passion led him to apprentice under master
Shinji Suzuki in Japan from 2003 to 2006, a formative
experience that profoundly influenced his approach to bonsai.

Upon returning to the United States, Hagedorn established
Crataegus Bonsai in Portland, Oregon, focusing on creating,
teaching, and writing about bonsai.

He is the author of notable works such as "Post-Dated: The
Schooling of an Irreverent Bonsai Monk™" and "Bonsai Heresy:
56 Myths Exposed Using Science & Tradition," reflecting his
deep knowledge and innovative approach to bonsai.

Michael's work is characterised by a blend of tradition and creativity, informed by his fine arts and
ceramics background. Michael Hagedorn is not just shaping trees; he's shaping the future of bonsai,
one tiny leaf at a timel!

Join Michael at the 2025 AABC Convention and soak up his insights.



2 Jarryd is a practicing bonsai artist from Hobart, Tasmania, operating
Montane Bonsai Garden on the northern slopes of Mount Wellington.
Jarryd approaches bonsai by observation, as the naturalist, creating
compositions reminiscent of Tasmania's wilderness landscapes.
Tasmania's wild mountains and ancient forests provide the
inspiration for exploration and reflection of place and its beauty.

Montane Bonsai has a particular focus on the Gondwanan flora,
notably Tasmania's relic conifers and Australia's only true cold climate
deciduous plant, the Nothofagus gunnii, (tanglefoot or deciduous
beech). The garden also holds a collection of classical bonsai, a nod to
traditional Japanese bonsai art.

| Jarryd is a Visiting Tutor for the AABC.

Join Jarryd at the 2025 AABC convention to learn about his work with Tasmanian trees.

Marcela Ferreira

Marcela is a highly skilled and innovative bonsai artist from
Victoria, celebrated for her creative work with Australian native
plants as bonsai. She has transformed her modest inner-city
Melbourne garden into a vibrant bonsai exhibition, emphasising
the unique beauty and diversity of Australian natives. Her
dedication to Australian natives and willingness to encourage
others to explore this area of bonsai art led her to play a pivotal
role in founding the Victorian Native Bonsai Club in 2013.

Marcela has experimented with many Australian species. Her
styling philosophy balances classical techniques with the natural
growth patterns of each tree, reflecting her adaptability and
reverence for the art form.

She challenges common misconceptions about native plants in bonsai by advocating for regular
repotting and root-pruning, which she believes contributes significantly to the plant's health. Marcela
also crafts her bonsai potting mix, specifically designed to meet the needs of native species.

Her journey from a curious teenager to a respected and award-winning artist in the bonsai
community underscores her dedication, creativity, and passion for sharing the beauty of Australian
natives through the art of bonsai.

Join Marcela at the 2025 AABC convention to see how she balances classical techniques with
the natural growth patterns of Australian Plants as Bonsai.



Sam Thompson

Sam has been making waves in the bonsai community
since 2017. As the Assistant Curator of the National Bonsai
and Penjing Collection of Australia and a Canberra Bonsai
Society member, he has been honing his skills and sharing
his expertise with enthusiasts worldwide.

His dedication to the art of bonsai is recognised through
his impressive achievements. In a recent 'Bonsai Open
Competition," he received an outstanding 5 out of 6
awards, showcasing his exceptional talent, further
solidifying his reputation as a rising star.

Sam's passion for bonsai has taken him beyond the
borders of Australia. He has demonstrated his skills to international audiences and regularly
undergoes training from other bonsai professionals worldwide. This exposure to a global standard of
bonsai maintenance has allowed Sam to work on high-quality material with confidence and efficiency.

To further enhance his skills, Sam has had the privilege of studying with the world-renowned bonsai
master Kunio Kobayashi at the Shunka-en Bonsai Museum in Japan. This invaluable experience has
imbued Sam with a wealth of international expertise, which he is eager to share with attendees at the
2025 AABC Convention.

Sam's expertise extends beyond just the care and cultivation of bonsai. He is also a teacher,
passionate about sharing his knowledge with fellow enthusiasts. His focus lies in imparting fine-tuning
and maintenance techniques and the art of rock plantings and storytelling through exhibition
displays.

Join Sam at the 2025 AABC Convention and learn about maintenance techniques and the art of
rock plantings and storytelling through exhibition displays.



