
We invite you to join us 
in Canberra for the 2025  
Association of Australian  
Bonsai Clubs Convention
The four-day program is packed with internationally 

and nationally recognised demonstrations, discussions 

on the future, masterclasses, a dinner, welcome 

reception and tours.

Join the 50th birthday celebrations of  

the Canberra Bonsai Society and  

see an exhibition of high-quality  

trees from members’ 

collections.

All roads lead to Canberra
Canberra is the easiest Australian 

capital to get to – a short drive 
or a shorter flight from Sydney 
and Melbourne and just a 
few hours flight from other 
capitals. If you are driving — 

particularly from regional NSW 
— all roads lead to Canberra.

Canberra and the ACT are ablaze with 
autumn colour in the cooler months. The deciduous 
bonsai of course follow suit, making another reason to 
take in a unique Canberra experience.  

Natives: where do 
they fit in Future  
Directions?
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For more information:
SCAN THE CODE to visit  
Convention website:  
www.canberrabonsai.club

Here you’ll find detailed profiles of  
the demonstrators, the complete  
program and pricing for the four  
days, venue information, video  
links and access to registration. 

The website is where you can book 
your place for the 2025 convention.

Email us with any questions or  
queries at: aabc2025@cbs.org.au

Other useful sites: 
Canberra tourism: VisitCanberra.com.au

Rex Hotel: canberrarexhotel.com.au

National Arboretum Canberra:  

nationalarboretum.act.gov.au

National bonsai collection:  

nationalarboretum.act.gov.au  

(National Bonsai and Penjing  

Collection of Australia)
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International and  
national demonstrators
Our acclaimed demonstrators will bring their  
expertise, experience and artistry to the 
convention in demonstrations and masterclasses. Five reasons to join us  

in Canberra in May 2025:
1.	 Your future. The convention gives you the 

opportunity to have a voice in the future directions 
of bonsai in Australia. The Canberra Bonsai Society 
marks 50 years of achievement in 2025 – and 
now with AABC wants the bonsai community to 
look ahead at trends into the future – that’s the 
theme for the convention —Future Directions 2025. 
Demonstrators and discussion leaders will raise 
questions and invite discussion on the changing 
influences on Australian bonsai practice.

2.	 Venues. Venues are international standard including 
Canberra’s 4.5 rated Rex Hotel conference facilities 
and the Margaret Whitlam Pavilion at the award-
winning National Arboretum Canberra.

3.	 Canberra’s best. The opportunity to look over the 
Canberra Bonsai Society’s convention exhibition of 
members’ bonsai – curated as the best in the 
ACT in 2025.  

4.	 Trees aplenty. Whether your interest is in Australian 
natives or exotic species, there will be trees aplenty 
(some for auction) and also pots a plenty (there’s a 
session on ceramics on Sunday), auctions and raffles 
and with a planned vendors section, there’s a feast 
for the bonsai enthusiast.

5.	 Only in Canberra. In Canberra you will get an insight 
into the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection 
(with its nationally famous bonsai) and the National 
Arboretum Canberra (a mosaic of living forests with 
over 44,000 rare and endangered trees across a 
250-hectare site).

Jennifer Price, from Chicago, developed the art 
of movement as a ballerina, and now trains her 
bonsai to dance. Jennifer views bonsai as a living 
art that is constantly evolving. She emphasises 
the importance of continuous learning.

Michael Hagedorn is an artist in various 
media from Portland, Oregon, and is  
well-known internationally as a writer, 

teacher and leading bonsai practitioner.

Marcela Ferreira is a Victorian bonsai artist 
who has followed her love of Australian  
native flora to make her reputation as a 
specialist in Australian native bonsai. 

Jarryd Bailey is a Tasmanian bonsai artist  
who draws inspiration from the wild hill 
country where he lives and works. He has 
adapted traditional bonsai techniques 
to Tasmanian natives despite the lack of 
information on many species.

Sam Thompson is a young Canberra  
bonsai artist who has created some of  
the most innovative bonsai displayed at 
recent exhibitions, by thinking outside the 
pot. Sam has been the Assistant Curator of 
the National Bonsai and Penjing Collection 
of Australia since 2017.

Future  
Directions
In a changing world,  
Australian bonsai artists  
ask what the future holds. 

The Association of Australian Bonsai Clubs  
(AABC) and the Canberra Bonsai Society are taking  
up this challenge at the 2025 National Convention.

Across the four days of the 2025 Convention the 
demonstrators and leaders will raise and invite 
discussion on the twists and turns in the road ahead.

What will influence Australian bonsai practice and 
what does that look like? Influence from Europe 
and Asia, emerging technology and the changing 
environment are just some of the possibilities. 

The sorts of questions that will get an airing include:

•	 How does a 21st-century future fit with an 
ancient and traditional art form?

•	 Should future directions be guided by the 
philosophical roots of bonsai rather than the 
specific Japanese canon that arose from these?

•	 Does the use of native species constitute a 
distinct school of bonsai?

•	 Where is the balance between bonsai as a  
home hobby and the display of elite trees?

•	 Is the tree the item of focus? Or can the pot  
or the display setting be the star?

•	 Does the scope include things associated  
with bonsai such as viewing stones, accent  
plants, tokonoma and scrolls?

•	 Should future directions be led by civic and often 
local objectives such as environmental sustainability 
– including water consumption, winter heating, 
collecting native or invasive species.


